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wide begins, occupying the eastern side of the nala, and extending to the base of Zl four miles distant This had few crevasses, but it was covered with small pockets with vertical walls filled with water of crystal clearness, from a few inches to more than two feet in diameter, and from six to twenty-four inches deep, at the bottom of which lay either flat stones or a thin layer of silt, which* by absorbing and transmitting the sun's heat, caused the ice beneath them to melt and form the pockets. We have seen similar pockets on other glaciers, and shall mention them again in connection with nieve penitente later in this book. Near the junction of the white ice with the lower portion were a number of glacial tables, some of them of large size, supported on ice-pedestals from three to six feet high.
Adjoining the white ice on the west, but entirely distinct from it both in character and origin, though equally a part of the glacier, runs another section parallel to and overtopping it by sixty to eighty feet. This section, about a quarter of a mile wide, fills the remainder of the glacier-bed. It is greatly broken and orevassed, and thickly covered with reddish granite-detritus. The final destination of